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There is little doubt that our world is becoming 
more and more violent. Did you know that as 
many people are killed in the USA by guns than 
are killed in car accidents?   
 
Mahatma Gandhi, the great Indian statesman, was 
a firm believer in non-violence and was able to 
liberate his country from British dominance with-
out force. If you are not impressed by this achieve-
ment, ask any Irish person how difficult it is to get 
rid of British dominance.  
 
The secret was that Gandhi not only preached non-
violence but he lived it and his inner peace and 
integrity were obvious to those he came in contact 
with. He was a great admirer of Jesus and Gandhi's 
non-violent way of liberating India was akin to 
Jesus' teaching on non-resistance.  
'If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other 
also.' (Lk. 6:29)  
 
In fact many of his ideas were so similar to Jesus' 
that he was asked why he never became a Chris-
tian. He said simply, 'Because I have never met a 

Christianô. So Gandhi throws out a challenge to 
us. You want a non-violent society? Be non-
violent. 
 
We may smile at this and think, óI'm okay. I don't 
fight, bash people up or break into houses.ô Vio-
lence starts at a much lower level than this. Do we 
lose our temper or get impatient? Do we drive ag-
gressively or shout at people? Do we get upset 
when someone jumps the queue at the supermar-
ket?  
 
Lasting changes in society must come from the 
bottom up and so we must learn to live lives de-
void of all violence. We must be at peace with 
ourselves so that we can be at peace with others. 
 
Note well Gandhi's challenge, 'I have never met a 
Christianô. Would it have applied to us had we met 
Ghandi! 
 
Please be kind to one another, 
Santo Passarello  
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Year 12 Graduation 
We are incredibly proud 
of our graduating group 
of Year 12 students. They 
have made a remarkable 
contribution to the life 
and story of Patrician 
Brothersô College.  

 
Pictured are Jacson 
Ngige, Jonah Mercado, 
Robbie Singh, Jarod 
OôBrien and  
Peter Friday. 

HSC Exams 
16 Oct - 10 Nov 

MCS Cricket and 
Basketball, Rd 5 
9 November 

Year 12 Formal 
@Norwest Novotel, 
16 Nov, 6.30pm  

MCS Cricket and 
Basketball, Rd 6 
16 November 

Staff Spirituality 
Day 
NO STUDENTS at 
school 
17 November 

MCS Cricket and 
Basketball, Rd 7 
23 November 

Next Newsletter  
óThe Focusô Mailed  
24 November 2017 
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From the Assistant Principal 
Term 4 has started extremely well with our Year 12 students 
settling into their HSC Examinations with great maturity and 
determination. Last week our newly-elected 2018 Student 
Leaders travelled to Collaroy with Mr Mark Domars and Ms 
Denise Grzelj for their Leadership Retreat and this week we 
welcomed their parents for our Student Leaders Welcome 
Dinner. Our students have commenced the new season of 
MCS summer sports, dominated by Cricket and Basketball, 
with great enthusiasm, and last week a large group of our 
Year 11 students undertook training for their upcoming vol-
untary work with Vinnies Van. Meanwhile, our Science and 
Religious Education coordinators and staff underwent for-
mal review by the Catholic Education Office and received 
glowing commendation for their work. Congratulations to all 
involved. 
In coming weeks we look forward to a range of events and 
activities including - the completion of the HSC Examina-
tions, Brick and Block training for our senior Construction 
students, the Year 12 Formal on 16 November, our Staff 
Spirituality Day on 17 November - and looking slightly fur-
ther ahead - the Year 7 Social Dance with Nagle College and 
a series of information and orientation events for our 2018 
Year 7 cohort during Week 8. 
In terms of reminders for this fortnight ï we thank all par-
ents for the impressive attire and presentation of their sons 
upon return for Term 4 in summer uniform. We have needed 
to address very few problems with either uniform or groom-
ing. Full details of summer uniform are listed in the student 
diary. Summer uniform includes trousers that are the speci-
fied grey tone sold through our Uniform Shop, and predomi-
nantly white sport shoes, as opposed to black or brightly-
coloured styles. If you are uncertain on what is required, 
please feel free to contact our front office or your sonôs Year 
Coordinator for clarification. 
Mr Brian Edmonds  
 
Merit Awards 
Congratulations to the following students who will be re-
ceiving bronze awards at the next year assembly and silver 
awards at the College assembly.  
 
Bronze Awards 
Jordan Annen    7C16 
Rijul Banerjee    7C18 
George Bardney-Battaglia   7C13 
Jerome Coronel-De Vera   7C15 
Louis Cruz     7C11 2 Awards 
Zealand Ford    7C18 
Cameron Frendo    7C12 
Shannon Gibbins    7C16 
Nicholas Hancock    7C18 
Marjan Khan    7C17 
Andreas Klaudiou    7C11  5 Awards 
Ashutosh Naga    7C11 
David Oryem    7C16 
Avi Patnaik     7C17 
Treyveon Rajwani    7C11 
Janbaz Saddhar   7C11 
Austin Wood     7C12 
Rupansh Jain    8D27 
Thomas McGill    8D18 
Frank Palmiotto    8D25 2 Awards 
Tushar Puthran    8D18 
Jandeep Saddhar    8D25  2 Awards 
Harkirat Singh    8D15 
Priyam Kandiban    9B3 
Sione Lino     9D11  2 Awards 

Marquel Sarabia    9E10 
Lafaele Tauapai    9B3  4 Awards 
Maximus Tupou    9D11   2 Awards 
Thomas Sultana    10C19  3 Awards 
Lual Wol     10C6 
 
Silver Awards 
Louis Cruz     7C11 
Cameron Frendo    7C12 
Andreas Klaudiou    7C11 
Danny Layoun    8D26 
Thomas Menezes    8D15 
Frank Palmiotto    8D25 
Ved Rao     8D15 
Harkirat Singh    8D15 
Marquel Sarabia    9E10 
Lafaele Tauapai    9B3 
Maximus Tupou    9D11 
Thomas Sultana    10C19 
 
Gold Awards   
Maximus Tupou    9D11 
Cameron Frendo    7C12 
Frank Palmiotto    8D25 
Marquel Sarabia    9E10 
Thomas Sultana    10C19 
 
Remember, once you have a total of 10 merits, to hand them 
in. Good luck to all in the upcoming fortnight! 
Mrs Natacha Warnant, Merit Awards Convenor  
 
Diocesan Mission Mass  
óGo into the world and preach the gospel to all creation.ô 
Mark 16:15 
 
The Very Rev Christopher de Souza Vicar General and Epis-
copal Vicar for Education and Formation, in his homily 
spoke of love. He challenged all, that it is the mission of all 
Christians to spread love in our world. We do this by follow-
ing the example set by Jesus, and in doing so reach out to the 
marginalised and those in need.  
 
The Mission Mass and expo at St Patrickôs Cathedral, Par-
ramatta has inspired and empowered me in many ways. 
Over 400 students from around our Diocese gathered to 
celebrate the Eucharist and gain an insight into true life, 
with the changing power of Catholic Mission. Catholic Mis-
sion ambassador Roza Vukovich shared her experiences and 
spoke about the ultimate goal of Catholic Mission to fill ñthe 
gapsò in local communities across the world. 
Flynn Broom, Year 9 
The Diocesan Mission Mass, gathered students from across 
the diocese to learn and journey together as we strive to 
make a difference. Students shared experiences and initia-
tives in mission at the expo that followed mass.  
Marquel Sarabia, Year 9 
The chance to celebrate the Eucharist with hundreds of 
young people from across the Parramatta Diocese, allowed 
me to connect with God and our mission to journey together 
and walk with Christ. Luke Mulligan, Year 9 
Three Year 9 students and I had the opportunity to attend the 
Diocesan Mission Mass at St Patrickôs Cathedral Parramat-
ta. Roza Vukovich told us that the role of Catholic Mission 
was to fill the gaps around the world, and it is our mission to 
help fill the gaps through the way we live our lives. We can 
help by supporting the many initiatives of Catholic Mission 
and praying for those in need. By doing this we will make a 
difference. Anthony Simic, Year 9 
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Principalôs Writing Challenge  
Awards Ceremony 

   
On Monday 18 September, the Principalôs Writing Challenge winners were acknowledged with a presentation of 
Plaques, Certificates of Commendation and cash prizes for the winners in each English class. This event was a major 
literacy event for 2017. Every student in the school was involved in writing a story based on the stimulus ï  
Make a Difference. Students had a choice of writing either a creative or persuasive text.  All staff at the school were in-
volved in the judging and three stories were selected from each English class. Needless to say students were excited about 
this event. The focal point of this challenge is to improve our studentsô literacy. By engaging in the writing process many 
students discovered that they did have a voice and could tell a good story or even write an amazing poem. Congratulations 
to the following students for their wonderful contributions to the Principalôs Writing Challenge. Their stories about Make a 
Difference encompassed many themes, intriguing characters and imaginative incidents. Some were highly creative narra-
tives, others were more reflective and persuasive and presented a view of the world that was both mature and tolerant while 
senior students were able to compose clever satirical pieces about contemporary political issues. Well done to all students! 

Year 7                                                                                                    Teacher 

Gerard Abadines 1st 

Ms Jessica Fleming Andreas Klaudiou 2nd 

Denzel Veloso 3rd 

Mitchell Hodge 1st  
Ms Irene Netos Jonathan Miranda 2nd 

Benjamin Zahra 3rd 

Aidan Mercado 1st 

Ms Brittany Tynan Elijah Shipley 2nd 

Joshua Coinakis 3rd 

Gurnoor Mann 1st 

Mrs Danuta Paton Haripreet Saini 2nd 

Matthew Arthur 3rd 

Cameron Frendo 1st 

Ms Melanie Gearing Ziad Lockwood 2nd 

Jaydan Arias 3rd 

Nathaniel Darmali 1st 

Mrs Sarah Bragias Pavithran Visakeswaran 2nd 

Keanu Nabunat 3rd 

Joshua Pinto 1st 

Mr Dominic Williams Jacob Austin 2nd 

Ante Zlendich 3rd 

Thomas Ross 1st 

Mr Scott Gallen Robert Stanton 2nd 

Bayley Hawthorne 3rd 
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Year 8                                                                                                     Teacher 

Harkirat Singh 1st 

Ms Natalie Collins Reese Sto Domingo 2nd 

Josh Kehal 3rd 

Johnathan Letufuga 1st 

Ms Brittany Tynan Vincenzo Maiurana 2nd 

Yash Tanwani 3rd 

Yuvraj Singh 1st 

Ms Jacqueline Mercieca Jordan Liddiard 2nd 

Benjamin Tongol 3rd 

Ved Rao 1st 

Mrs Courtney Spencer Chris Yuan 2nd 

Jacob Lipovic 3rd 

Christopher Liao 1st 

Ms Melissa Luppino Nicholas Ward 2nd 

Mohammad Syed-Zaidi 3rd 

Dean Smith 1st 

Ms Jaimee Bocasan Shejam Sivayogam 2nd 

Andrei Figueroa 3rd 

Jamie Lopez 1st 

Ms Irene Netos Emmanuel Sila 2nd 

Sharan Balachandran 3rd 

Brandon De Los Reyes 1st 

Mr Jordan Williams Harry Ilaoa 2nd 

Aayush Chand 3rd 
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Year 9                                                                                                     Teacher 

Emmanuel Ona 1st 

Mr Scott Gallen Luke Mulligan 2nd 

Shaun Muinoi 3rd 

George Ziada 1st 

Mr Torquil DôSouza Joshua Watts 2nd 

Samuel Loizou 3rd 

Jakob Arthur 1st 

Mrs Courtney Spencer Tyler Geelan 2nd 

Guneet Singh 3rd 

Aryan Lal 1st 

Mr James Singh Harrison Attard 2nd 

Tilakraj Jaishankar 3rd 

Michael Tan 1st 

Mr Marie Lane Tobey Lewis 2nd 

Baeley Recchia 3rd 

Jason De La Torre 1st 

Ms Jacqueline Mercieca Yaswanth Ramesh 2nd 

Nathanael Tuiloa 3rd 

Darius Tukutama 1st 

Ms Brittany Tynan Lionard Mahfoud 2nd 

Hari Ruangepatikorn 3rd 

Connor O'Brien 1st 

Ms Irene Netos Jack Stewart 2nd 

Damon Siderides 3rd 
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Year 10                                                                                                   Teacher 

Mark Wehbe 1st 

Mrs Danuta Paton Robbin Hernandez 2nd 

Aidan Villadolid 3rd 

Vincent Zaccheo 1st 

Ms Natalie Collins Daniel Grabyk 2nd 

Jason Kumar 3rd 

Luke Clark 1st 

Mr James Singh Maksim Car 2nd 

Justin Tugano 3rd 

Kurt Crespo 1st 

Ms Brittany Tynan Joseph Perez de Tagle 2nd 

Sylvan Celis 3rd 

Karan Mehta 1st 

Ms Irene Netos Matthew Mendens 2nd 

Vishal Kumar 3rd 

Callum Scott 1st 

Mr Dominic Williams Jake Buena 2nd 

Isaac Papadatos 3rd 

Hohepa Puru 1st 

Mrs Sarah Bragias Tai Ammunson 2nd 

Erol Lopez 3rd 

Giorgio Hajjar 1st 

Mr Scott Gallen Noah Afarian 2nd 

Braydan Duncan 3rd 
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Year 11                                                                                                  Teacher 

Jaden Victoria 1st 

Mr Jordan Williams Domadius Meina 2nd 

Karan Singh 3rd 

Dennyson Veloso 1st 

Mrs Courtney Spencer Isaac Hogan 2nd 

Tej Kehal 3rd 

Azaz Ahmed 1st 

Mrs Zorica Bicanic Krishal Chand 2nd 

Dominic Vella 3rd 

Rikish Kamboj 1st 

Ms Jaimee Bocasan Aaron Cairns 2nd 

Hayden Bonanno 3rd 

Russell Guevara 1st 

Ms Jacqueline Mercieca Jordan Dibou 2nd 

Ayush Joshi 3rd 

Matthew Saba 1st 

Ms Brittany Tynan Lancelot Garcia 2nd 

David Lee 3rd 

Sagato Katopau 1st 

Ms Jessica Fleming George Ragheb 2nd 

Michael Rosales 3rd 

Patrick Naicori 1st 

Mr Scott Gallen Kaylem Falaniko 2nd 

Stephen Crichton 3rd 
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Developing your writing ability is extremely important. 
Our good friend and professional photographer,  
Hamilton Lund, who is responsible for all of our won-
derful and impressive photos, shared with us a piece of 
his own writing following the Principalôs Writing 
Challenge.  
 
A poem by Hamilton Lund (inspired by his trip to 
Blachford Lake Lodge): 
 
Emerald Freeways 
This wind-river of magnetic night 
reigns the deepest reaches of my realm 
its searing source a burning heart 
a breaking wave of silky rhythm 
These emerald freeways of the frozen north 
where the souls of earthlings soar 
on satin wings and starlight 
aloft a glowing path of awe. 
Hamilton Lund, photographer 
Sydney, Australia 

Year 12                                                                                                  Teacher 

Nicholas Zay 1st 

Mrs Danuta Paton Jonathan Mifsud 2nd 

Tyrell Muller 3rd 

Sidney Alcantara 1st 

Mrs Zorica Bicanic Bailey Broom 2nd 

Arshdeep Thind 3rd 

Connor Gorry 1st 

Ms Melissa Luppino Kyle Smith 2nd 

Jesse Vincent 3rd 

Carlo Sagun 1st 

Mr Jordan Williams Jayden Borg 2nd 

Eneriko Fugawai 3rd 

Jarrod Spicer 1st 

Mrs Courtney Spencer Paul Relunia 2nd 

Emmanuel Mante 3rd 

Vishwas Saini 1st 

Mr Torquil DôSouza Karlyn Waihi 2nd 

Jordan Andreatta 3rd 

Rhys Morato 1st 

Ms Natalie Collins Dale McDonald 2nd 

Mikaele Peaua 3rd 

Isaiah Niumata 1st 

Mr Scott Gallen Jake Halpin 2nd 

Andrew De Iulio 3rd 

http://www.hamiltonlund.com/
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Below are extracts from two winning entries: 
 
A Smile  
A smile costs nothing but is worth a lot. 
It enriches those who receive it 
Without making poorer those who give. 
All it takes is a moment, 
But the memory lasts forever. 
Itôs like a dull sea with just one bright spot. 
 
None is so rich or mighty that he can get along without it. 
None is so poor but that he can be made rich by it. 
It creates happiness to the home, 
And brings happiness to the sad. 
Every face has a smile that fits. 
 
A fist represents revenge. 
A scar tells a story. 
Peace is signified by a dove. 
A smile is the only natural cure for all the above. 
Yuvraj Singh, Year 8 
 
Truce 
Last night was something rare in the trenches. Everyone was 
singing and enjoying themselves for once. I wonder if the 
Germans had heard us singing in the trenches but now itôs 
back to shooting and bombarding each other. I donôt want to 
wait for another Christmas. We donôt have to wait another 
year. I pulled out a twig from the walls of the trench, tying a 
white handkerchief to it. I climbed up the ladder which could 
have lead to my demise. I could hear all of them warning me 
but I was determined to make a change. 
I had my hands in the air along with my makeshift flag. I 
stood there, waving. Germans were also shouting, hidden in 
the trenches. Some aimed their rifles at me. A German sol-

dier had also come out with a white fabric in his hand. He 
walked towards me, slowly lowering his hands.  
Frºhliche Weihnachten! Merry Christmas! 
 
Other soldiers saw what we did and also began to climb out 
of the trenches. It was a miracle. As they slowly closed in on 
each other, they would greet each other, shaking hands 
saying, Merry Christmas, Frºhliche Weihnachten! 
 
Many of us gave gifts to each other from chocolate barst o 
cigarettes. We chatted, some of us speaking German, 
Germans speaking English. One of our soldiers had a 
football and many oft hem began to play. Germans versus 
the English with many watching and smiling. No shooting or 
bombarding occurred that morning but the sound of artillery 
and whistles ordreed us back tot he trenches. That day was 
special to me and everyone else. 
Jason De La Torre, Year 9  
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2017 Year 12 Graduation Mass  
+ 

2018 Student Leadersô Investiture 
 

A wonderful Eucharistic celebration as 
our entire school community - students,  
parents and staff gathered to pray as one 

on this important occasion.  
Fr Peter Confeggi celebrated the Mass 
which was organised by Mr Greg 

Beacroft. Thanks also to the musicians, 
particularly Mrs Karen Davidson, Mr 
Anthony Silvestrini and Mr Mark Do-
mars. During the Mass, our new 2018 
Student Leaders were commissioned and 

took their oath of office.  


