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This week I have referenced two passionate and 
provocative news articles written about the tragic 
death of a young woman in Melbourne (these can 
be found later in this newsletter). They address the 
violence perpetrated against women in society. It 
is perhaps opportune for us ómalesô to reflect on 
our responsibilities and attitudes to women. 
  
It is no secret that men lead more violent lives than 
women. Males are more likely to join gangs, more 
likely to commit murder, more likely to end up    
in jail ï and more likely to be the perpetrators of 
violent crime. 
  
Did you know that according to our last census 
there were 41,202 prisoners in Australian 
jails? 93.5% of that total prisoner population is 
male. 
  
What does this all tell us? It should convey to us 
that males are in a high risk category of acting 
impulsively, aggressively and violently.  Hence 
our obligations to society and to women are more 
significant and more challenging. 
 
We have a duty of care to ensure that our boys  

take their place in the world as men of integrity 
and honesty. 
 
You might recall that it was the women who 
stayed with Jesus during his 6 hours on the cross; 
the men ran away. It was the women who took 
Jesusô body to the tomb. 
  
I often quote St Mother Theresa who profoundly 
said - when we die, God will not ask us what we've 
done but how we've done it. What will be the tell-
tale evidence of the quality of our upbringing and 
Catholic education? 
  
To all us ómalesô é our society needs us! It needs 
us to step up. It needs our compassion, empathy, 
gentleness, kindness and respect. A quality of 
mind and a quality of heart. 
  
óBuild a better worldô said God. But how I asked? 
The world is such a vast place and so complicated. 
I am small and useless. What can I do? God in all 
his wisdom said, óJust build a better youô. 
  
More than ever ï please be kind to one another, 
Santo Passarello  
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CSDA Debating 
 

The Catholic Secondary Schools 
Debating competition has again 
been a wonderful vehicle for  
our boys to demonstrate how 
talented and capable they are!  

 
In 2018 we have experienced 
phenomenal success! Pictured is 
our  undefeated Year 10 team - 
Flynn Broom, Isaac Rosario, 
Luke Mulligan and Anthony 
Simic, with their exceptional 
coaches Ms Jaimee Bocasan and 

Ms Natalie Collins. 
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From the Assistant Principal 
Term 2 is rapidly drawing to a close and the extended sum-
mer that we had this year feels like a distant memory now 
that the rain and cold winds of winter have arrived.  In recent 
weeks we have had several major events, including Parent/
Teacher events for Years 7, 10, 11 and 12, MCS grand finals 
in Rugby League and Soccer, the Subject Information Night 
for Year 10, and the Waratah Cup final for Rugby Union. 
We now look forward to the start of Term 3, which includes 
the Year 9 2019 Subject Selection Night on 24 July, our 
Athletics Carnival on 27 July, and the Semester One Prize-
Giving Ceremony on 1 August. 
In terms of reminders for this fortnight ï if parents have 
missed any of the Parent/Teacher Evenings, or alternately, 
they missed a specific interview because a teacher was ab-
sent or booked out for the entire evening, please feel free to 
ring the teacher(s) involved at school and have the necessary 
discussions. It is in the interest of all concerned that issues 
be discussed as soon as possible, especially if your son is 
struggling or hesitant to ask for help themselves. 
Secondly ï we again encourage all parents to find time each 
week to look through their sonôs school diaries and laptops, 
not only to monitor how well they are organised with their 
study commitments, but also to acquaint themselves with the 
way that their devices are used to engage with learning 
through the Google Classroom platform that we use at Patri-
cian Brothersô Blacktown. While laptops will never totally 
replace pen and paper, our students are certainly accessing a 
whole range of skills and competencies that were not even 
dreamt of a decade ago but are now basic expectations in 
most workplaces. 
Finally ï another reminder for all parents to update their 
parent contact details with our school office as soon as they 
change address or mobile phone numbers. In recent weeks 
we have experienced problems contacting some parents, and 
in several cases, these were urgent calls.  
Mr Brian Edmonds  
 
Cancer Council Big Breakfast - óDoing Our Bitô 
Homeroom Breakfast is not unusual in G4 but on this partic-
ular day we did it for the Cancer Council. 12G4 are a very 
generous homeroom and actively involve themselves in do-

nating to 
charity. 
We raised 
$83 in 
homeroom 
and Mrs 
Scalone 
matched 
the 
amount. 
 
We participated in the Big Breakfast to raise money for the 
Cancer Council! This is something we will never forget and 
will always be part of our Patties memory.  Laren Henry 
and Finlay Cham 
 
The fundraiser for the Cancer Council will raise funds for 
the sustained research into the treatment of cancer. We are 
glad to be part of helping this good cause. Travis Sta-Ana 
 
Food is a valuable necessity in our schooling lives. Educa-
tion is our passport to a better future. Getting together in 
homeroom to eat and chat are important too, but today we 
took it up a notch and raised money for a worthy cause as 
well.  Daniel Kucheruk 
 
G4 Big Breakfast allowed us to raise funds for a good cause, 
Cancer Council, and come together as a Homeroom to rec-
ognise this donation.  Aaron Cairns 
 
We are a great homeroom that participates in a variety of 
activities, one of them is charity as we donate to people who 
are doing it tough. Today we raised money for Cancer 
Council, which is great. Ravishek Lal 
As a homeroom we come together for breakfast once a Term 
and today we raised funds for the Cancer Council, a great 
way to incite the Patrician Spirit into the broader communi-
ty.  Jonathan Tabone 
 
Sadly, cancer touches many lives and we are doing our bit to 
help find a cure. 
Mrs Melissa Scalone, Homeroom Teacher 
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Year 9 Social 
Nagle College joined us here at Patrician Brothersô College for this traditional and time-honoured event! A very successful 
evening. Thank you to the generous staff who assisted on the night: Mr Steve Taylor,Mr Scott Durham, Mr Matthew 
Boidin, Mr Mark Hendy, Mr Nathan Campbell, Mrs Manuela Lavaselli, Mr Nick Morris, Mr Tom Uhrik, Mr Alan Niulesa, 
Mr Chris Hersey, Mr Peter Ross, Ms Kelly Padayachee, Ms Jacqueline Mercieca, Ms Jessica Cacciotti, Mr Bruce Baker, 
Mr Heath Borg, Mr Anthony Hrvatin, Mr Praveen Narayan, Ms Caterina Bologna, Mrs Mel Scalone, Ms Jaimee Bocasan, 
Ms Rochelle, Boulden, Mrs Lesley Maguire, Mr Noah Meares, Mrs Fiona Reardon, Mr James Benton, Mr Brian Edmonds, 
Mr Santo Passarello and our senior student leaders (who are pictured with the Nagle senior student leaders). 
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After Eurydice, what should men do? 
By Konrad Marshall 
19 June 2018  
I get off the train in the darkness, and see a woman. She is 
smaller than me. Most are. She strides with purpose ï up-
right, head on a swivel ï seemingly alone, with only her 
ñsituational awarenessò for company. 
She would have seen me, too. Iôm the big stranger behind 
her, leaning into the wind, dressed all in black ï boots, hat, 
coat, with a beard. 
She moves quickly, but in the same direction I'm headed. In 
the hurry to get home and see my wife and little boy, I could 
breeze by her, quickly closing the gap between us until my 
long strides overtake her short ones. I could fall into lockstep 
with her brisk pace, following from a short distance away. I 
could bolt past, if I wanted. 
But I donôt. I havenôt done any of those things in a long 
time. These days I stand and wait a few moments, to create a 
comfortable buffer. Or I choose an alternate path home. Or I 
call someone on the phone, hoping my voice engaged in 
light conversation might dispel any sense of troublesome 
disquiet that my silence might otherwise stir. 
Tonight I use another trick, crossing the street then walking 
in parallel until Iôm well in front, but clearly in sight, where 
this girl can assess the threat from afar - regarding me like 
one might regard an animal through a long lens scope. 
I donôt use the animal simile lightly. In the cold wake of the 
killing of Eurydice Dixon, Iôve been thinking about what 
men can do to make a difference. Not so much the incremen-
tal path to awareness of our privilege, or the patriarchy, or 
endemic sexism, but the tangible acts we can and should 
manage to make women feel safer every day. Everyone from 
the prime minister to the premier to the lord mayor are say-
ing that men must make the change, but none has offered 
suggestions as to how we should carry ourselves on the 
street, or how to intervene when we see a creep on a tram, a 
groper at a gig, or a man berating his partner in public. 
Jackson Fairchild co-ordinates Bystander Intervention Train-
ing with councils, footy clubs and companies as part of his 
work with No to Violence. 
He says instead of óócalling outôô a harasser, what is often far 

more powerful is óócalling 
inôô ï inviting the harasser 
to think about the impact 
of their behaviour ï letting 
them know they might be 
talking more loudly than 
they think, or scaring 
someone. 
Often itôs not possible to 
do this safely, and so bet-
ter still is to approach the 
person being harassed, and 
checking in directly with 
them: óóAre you OK?ôô 
óóDo you need help?ôô óóIs 
there anything I can do for 
you?ôô Itôs less confronta-
tional, too. 
ñYouôve gotta make a 
good read,ò Fairchild says. 
ñBecause sometimes you 
can escalate the situation, 
and you donôt want to put 
yourself in the line of 
fire.ò 
White Ribbon ambassador 
Andrew Swan shares this 
view, and both say it is 

crucial to consider sexual assault and family violence as part 
of the same spectrum ï a dark rainbow that begins with 
something as simple as a sexist joke, and our reaction to it. 
Try not laughing, Swan says. 
ñDonôt go along with the social courtesy. Silence can be 
cutting,ò he says. ñYou donôt have to be heroic, but you need 
to focus on the root of the problem, and rip it out.ò 
All good advice. 
Back on the street at night, I believe men would do well to 
understand the physical differential at play. I tried to imag-
ine how it must feel. I did the calculations, too. By the old 
measure, Iôm 6 foot 4. Iôm also around 108 kilograms. The 
average Australian woman is 5 foot 2 and 71 kilograms. 
That makes me around a fifth taller and a third heavier. 
That means if we switched places, and I were that woman 
walking down the street from the train station at night, then 
the big stranger walking behind me would be a giant. 
He would be around 7 foot 7, in fact. And 144 kilograms. He 
would be the height of the tallest basketball player in NBA 
history, and weigh as much as an eastern lowland gorilla 
from the Congo. And there would be versions of him every-
where, some benign, but others clearly not. 
As I stroll down the street in darkness now, I canôt help but 
think this is perhaps the situation awareness that really needs 
to be understood. 
If you or someone you know is experiencing violence, call 
1800 RESPECT on 1800 737 732 for advice or support. 
To find out more about White Ribbon, visit: https://
www.whiteribbon.org.au/ 
Reprinted from The Age: 
https://www.theage.com.au/national/victoria/after-eurydice-
what-should-men-do-20180619-p4zmfk.html 
 
ñDear Men: Please read thisò 
By Mia Freedman 
15 June 2018 
Additionally, there is a powerful piece written by Mia Freed-
man on this subject. It can be sourced at: 
https://www.mamamia.com.au/eurydice-dixon-facebook-
comedian-2018/ 
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Merit Awards 
Congratulations to the fol-
lowing students who are the 
recipients of Bronze, Silver 
and Gold awards. Silver and 
Gold awards are given out at 
College assemblies and 
Bronze awards are given out 
during year assemblies or in 
Homeroom.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bronze Awards 
Matthias Aloisio     7C13 
Matthew Amadi     7C12 
Khushpreet Anand     7C12 
Fredritz Brillo    7C17 
Calvin Cabuay    7C17 
Adrian Doctor    7C17 
Shayden Fernandes    7C12 
Dylan Grandemange-Mewburn  7C13 
Ayden Hoggard    7C16 
Jayden Jenkins     7C17 
Max Laing      7C15 
Jerry Mangwi     7C17 
Callum McNulty     7C17 
Philippe Moutia     7C15 
Isaac Paulino      7C14 
Anish Reddy      7C13 
Joel Refalo      7C12 2 Awards 
Sunny Riley      7C18 
Ranjit Sandhu     7C17 
Mennie Savaiinaea     7C16 
Akalbir Singh     7C18 
Harnoor Singh     7C15 
Ahkan Srimurugathas    7C15 
Carson T'Malii     7C17 
Joachim Tabone     7C12 
Nicholas Velasco     7C15 
Jovan Virk      7C17 
Gerard Abadines     8D15 
George Bardney-Battaglia    8D25 
Alexander Bateman Paul    8D20 
Peter Cinya      8D16 
Andre Cruz      8D26 
Jordan Faleono     8D25 
Cameron Frendo     8D20 
Jarrod Fulwood     8D25  4 Awards 
Agam Gujral      8 D22 
Sanat Kumar      8 D22 
Adalrico Liu      8 D26 
Ziad Lockwood     8D16 
Jonathan Miranda     8D25 
Joshua Pinto      8D20 2 Awards  
Ximon Viacrucis     8D22 
Pavithran Visakeswaran    8D15 
Ambrose Zammit     8D16 2 Awards 
Jerome Hernandez     9E10 

Malaukai Nikua     9E9 
William Benson     10C4 
Lewis Charter     10C8 
Matthew Cirjak     10C5 
Priyam Kandiban     10C1 2 Awards 
Augustino Mau'u     10C1 
Sahil Punjwani     10C6 
Isaac Rosario     10C1 2 Awards 
Anthony Simic     10C1 
Aljenn Soliva     10C3 
Jake Sultana      10C8 
Max Tromp      10C3 2 Awards 
Kyle Duncan      11F11 
Pawanjot Jas      11F11 
Sumith Kundar     11F10 2 Awards 
Navkreet Lal      11F10 
Hohepa Puru      11E6 
Mark Rowan      11E8 2 Awards 
Manav Sharma     11F10 2 Awards 
Pinak Sharma     11F9 3 Awards 
Abin Thomas     11F11 
Jordan Antoun    12A3 2 Awards 
Aaron Cairns      12G4 2 Awards 
Benjamin Carrick     12G4 
Finlay Cham      12G4 
Chase Chapman     12G1 
Ethan Cruz      12G4 
Luke Eckersley     12G4 2 Awards 
Zachary Faorlin     12G4 
Lancelot Garcia    12G4 
Prakeet Gosai     12G4 2 Awards 
Laren Henry      12G4 4 Awards 
Timothy Hodge     12G4 2 Awards 
Isaac Hogan      12A5 
David Iskander     12RC1 
Tej Kehal      12A4 2 Awards 
Daniel Kucheruk     12G4 2 Awards 
Ravishek Lal      12G4 4 Awards 
Domadius Meina     12RC2 
Haydrian Raki     12G4 
Aniowau Reec     12G4  
Prabh Sandhu     12G1 
Gajan Sivanesan     12G4 
Travis Sta-Ana     12G4 
Jonathan Tabone     12G4 
Eric Tan      12G4 
Dennyson Veloso     12RC2 
  
Silver Awards 
Aljenn Soliva     10C3 
Max Tromp     10C3 
Mark Rowan      11E8 
Manav Sharma     11F10 
Tej Kehal      12A4 
Daniel Kucheruk     12G4 
Ravishek Lal      12G4 
 
Gold Awards  
Aljenn Soliva     10C3 
Max Tromp      10C3 
Tej Kehal      12A4 

 
Remember to hand in your merits once you have a total of 
10 paper merits. There is no need to write your e-merits on 
the envelope as these are automatically entered into the sys-
tem. Good luck to all in the upcoming fortnight! 
Mrs Natacha Warnant, Merit Awards Convenor  
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From the Director of Studies 
 
Year 12 Term 2 Holiday Tutorials 
In preparation for the Trial HSC in Week 3 of Term 3, Year 
12 students are invited to attend the following tutorials at 
school during the school holidays. This is a great preparation 
for the Trial HSC examinations. In the case of Major Works 
such as the Personal Interest Projects in Society and Culture, 
attendance is compulsory as submission of these PIPS is 
early Term 3. See schedule below. Thank you in advance to 
the incredible generosity of the teachers involved: 
 
Studies of Religion 
Mrs Marie Lane, Mrs Stephanie Hunt 
 
Modern History 
Ms Melissa Luppino 
 
Hospitality 
Mrs Krista Erenavula 
 
Biology 
Ms Alyssa Magno, Mr Robert Gange, Mrs Tania Hogan 
 
PDHPE 
Mr Brett Sullivan, Mr Adnan Saleh 
 
Society and Culture 
Ms Melanie Gearing 
 
Food Technology 
Mrs Krista Erenavula 
 
Physics 
Mr Chris Ferry 
 
English Standard 
Mrs Danuta Paton 
 
Multimedia 
Mr Paul Kenyon 
 
Year 11 2019 Orientation Day  
Year 10 took part in a very successful Subject Orientation 
Day. They had taster lessons and could consult with teachers 

and coordinators about available opportunities progressing 
to Years 11 and 12. Students were given an Orientation 
Handbook, this gave them extremely valuable information 
about the subjects offered at the school. This was followed 
by the Subject Information Evening, where parents and stu-
dents could consult with Subject Coordinators about their 
possible choices and career options. Their Subject Selection 
Forms need to be returned to the Office or Mr Edmonds by 
Tuesday 24 July. On this form students must clearly indicate 
whether they elect to study an ATAR course or NON-ATAR 
course of study. 
It is to be advised that students will successfully complete 
their HSC when they are: 

¶ Motivated 

¶ Enjoy the subjects they have selected 

¶ Have a specific end point in mind 

¶ Are comfortable in the knowledge that they can 
achieve well in the subjects they are studying for the 
HSC 

¶ Are NOT doing 2 ï 3 subjects that have a Major 
Work 

¶ Are organised and are not self-conscious about using 
their diaries as an organisational tool 

¶ Are prepared to study and revise regularly 

¶ Understand the demands of their selected courses and 
are willing to apply the necessary time to these sub-
jects in order to succeed 

¶ Attend school regularly 

¶ Complete both classwork and assessment tasks on 
time 

¶ Are not afraid to go a bit further in their studies such 
as reading their texts for English prior to the com-
mencement of their study and having all other neces-
sary equipment and texts 

 
Just a reminder when selecting subjects for the Prelimi-
nary Course: 
To qualify for the Higher School Certificate students must 
satisfactorily complete a Preliminary pattern of study com-
prising of 12 units and a HSC pattern of study comprising 
of at least 10 units.  
 
 

Monday 9th July Tuesday 10th July Wednesday 11th July Thursday 12th July Friday 13th July 

 Studies of Religion 2 
Unit 
11am - 1pm 
Resource Centre 
Mrs Lane and Mrs 
Hunt 
Modern History 
Ms Luppino 
10am, C16 

Hospitality 
10am - 12pm 
A5 
Mrs Erenavula 

Biology 
10am-12pm 
A2 
Ms Magno, Mr Gange 
& Mrs Hogan 

 

Monday 16th July Tuesday 17th July Wednesday 18th July Thursday 19th July Friday 20th July 

PDHPE 
9am - 11am 
Mr Sullivan & Mr 
Saleh 
  
Society and Culture 
9:00 am - 1.00 pm 
PIP Writing 
Ms Gearing 

Food Technology 
10am - 12pm 
A5 
Mrs Erenavula 

Physics 
9am-11am 
Mr Ferry 

English Standard 
9am - 11am 
A4 
Mrs Paton 

Multimedia 
10am - 12pm 
D15 
Mr Kenyon 
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To qualify for a HSC this pattern must: 
Include at least 10 units in the HSC year                                           
Include at least 6 units of Board Developed Courses                      
Include at least 2 units of Board Developed English                      
Include at least 3 -  2 Unit courses (BDC or BEC)  
Include at least 4 subjects               
 
If a student requires an ATAR (Australian Tertiary Ad-
missions Rank) the pattern of study must: 
Include at least 10 units of Board Developed courses           
Include at least 3 - 2 Unit courses                                      
Include at least 4 subjects 
Include at least 2 units of Board Developed English                                                          
Include no more than 2 units of Category B courses                      
 
Year 9 2019 Subject Selection Evening  
This will be held on Tuesday 24 July 2018 at 7:00 pm in the 
Hall. This is the first opportunity for students to now have a 
choice of electives. It is important that they have a chat to 
Year 9 and 10 students to see whether their expectations of 
subjects are realistic. Some students look for ñsoft optionsò 
but the reality is that NO subject is an easy option. All sub-
jects are challenging so the best option is to choose subjects 
that are based on interest and ability.  
Mrs Danuta Paton 
 
 
Resource Centre Update 
 
New Books!  
Our senior students are encouraged to check out our new 
range of HSC study guides and workbooks. We have most 
subjects covered with up-to-date resources that will help 
with all of your HSC preparation. A lot of our year 12 stu-
dents have already been making use of the new resources as 
they prepare for the Trial HSC exams. 
 
Homework Centre! 
We have been busy in the Homework Centre throughout 
Term 2.  
Lots of our students have come to the Resource Centre after 
school on a Wednesday to get some additional help on their 
homework, revision or assessment tasks. We also have stu-
dents use the time to find a comfortable spot to read a good 
novel.  It really is a wonderful opportunity to speak to your 
teachers, to work hard and to achieve your personal best in 
learning. Homework Centre runs every Wednesday after-
noon until 4:15pm.  
 
The Principalôs Readersô Festival! 
Coming soon in Term 3 2018 
An event never seen before at Patrician Brothersô College! 
A week in which every student, every teacher, every mem-
ber of the Patrician Brothersô community will be immersed 
in a world of literature! 
A week of authors, books, reading, writing and imagination! 
Speakers, competitions, storytellers!  
 
So much to look forward to ... 
 
Already, our teachers are busy reading and enjoying the 
wonderful world of literature. Letôs have a look at what 
some of our teachers have been reading recently é 
 
Name: Mr Chris Ferry 
Recently I read : A Storm of Swords by George R R Martin 
 
This book is the third chronicle of the "A song of fire and 
Ice" fantasy saga, upon which the HBO Game of Thrones 

television series is based 
upon. These books are epics 
of medieval fantasy, war 
and complex inter-character 
interactions that draws upon 
the best of human history 
such as the spread of Impe-
rial Rome and the War of 
the Roses, with just a sprin-
kle of the supernatural. This 
particular book is a epic 
read full of descriptive and 
colourful text that transports 
the reader deep into each 
forest, castle, ice gorge or 
stormy sea of the fictional 
continent of Westeros. In 
this book, the Kingdom has 
been ravaged by war as five 
self-proclaimed kings try to 
wrestle power from one another, as they carve up their own 
sections of the great Island. The narrative picks up the story-
line of the more impending threat to the inhabitants of 
Westeros, the Others, an army of the undead, trapped behind 
a great wall whose strength grows with each day, as the con-
tinent slips into its decades long winter. In the cold of win-
ter, The Others prosper, and the game of thrones in the 
realms of the living, becomes nothing more than a squabble.  
I personally enjoyed the complex connections between char-
acters, the rich history of the saga and the realism created by 
parallels and connections to our own savage history. A book 
for all who enjoyed the television show, enjoy fantasy sagas 
such as the Lord of the Rings, who love to follow the epic 
journeys of antiheroes and flawed characters on a path of 
discovery or those who want just a touch of dragons and 
undead armies sprinkled throughout their fictional literature.  
 
Name: Ms Zorica Bicanic 
Recently I read : Lincoln in the Bardo by George Saunders 
 
The book is set during the 
Presidency of Abraham Lin-
coln. The plot revolves 
around the death of the 
President's son, Willie Lin-
coln and how this grief and 
loss impacts many people. 
The novel is unique in its 
style and structure. The sto-
ry is told from multiple per-
spectives and uses historical 
sources cleverly put togeth-
er to form a narrative. It also 
gives you an insight into 
lives of people living in 
America during the Civil 
War. I loved this book be-
cause of the interesting way 
the story was told. I got to 
know the narrators well and could empathise with them. It 
was a beautiful story, although the subject matter is sad 
(some of the descriptions were heartbreaking), it ends in a 
hopeful way. It teaches you that people deal with grief in 
different ways and that although dark times may seem end-
less, hope and light will always return. 
 
Mrs Marie Lane and Mrs Stephanie Hunt,  
Resource Centre Directors  
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Year 7 Science Whatôs the Matter?  
Year 7 have been studying about the three States of Matter: 
solids, liquids and gases. They have investigated the proper-
ties of each state by doing practical experiments in the lab. 
They have also looked at mixtures and how to separate them 
with filtering, crystallization and distillation. 
 
The best thing I like about Science is doing Practicalôs, and 
we have just learnt about solids, liquids and gases, the prac-
tical I enjoyed was filtering. We also got tested on using the 
Bunsen Burner correctly and I now have a licence to use a 
Bunsen Burner. Malachi Tautua 
 
I do like Science, but mostly doing the Practicalôs which are 
the best. I have learnt the name of laboratory equipment that 
we use, and also got to get my licence for using a Bunsen 
Burner correctly. Keegan Duncan 
 
Science is great when we do practicalôs, and I have learnt 
about the three States of Matter: solids, liquids and gases, 
and I also got my Bunsen Burner licence. Lual Lual 
 

I like doing practicalôs the most, and we got to learn about 
laboratory equipment, 3 states of matter and how to sepa-
rate mixes. Drae Andary 
 
Science is fun, especially experiments, we learn about atoms, 
particles and different mixtures. I also like using STILE App. 
Callum McNulty 
 
I like both the theory in Science as well as doing practicalôs. 
I have learnt about the 3 states of matter, laboratory rules, 
variables and independent variables. Carson Tômalii 
 
I have the most fun doing experiments and getting my Bun-
sen Burner licence. I have also learnt about the rules you 
have to follow when you are in a lab. Shiloh Leota 
 
I like everything about Science, doing practicalôs, using 
computers, using Quizlet live. We also learnt about mixtures, 
condensation and I also got my Bunsen Burner licence by 
learning to use one. Philippe Moutia 
 
I got to learn how to use a Bunsen Burner and got my li-
cence. We also learnt how particles move, about mixtures 
and the 3 states of matter. Bishoy Sefeen 
 
Science is fun, we do cool experiments and there are always 
lots of things to do. Some of the rules I learnt are: Donôt 
drink the water in the lab, donôt run and especially donôt eat 
in the Lab. I also got to learn how to use a Bunsen Burner. 
Shehan Fernando 
 
In Science I like doing everything, especially practicalôs, 
using STILE App, learning the theory. We have learnt about 
mixtures, solids, liquids and gases, and, I got my Bunsen 
Burner licence. Matthew Borg  

Science 
Special Feature  
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Year 7- Making Ooblek 

In Science this Term, Year 7 have been learning about the 
properties of matter. There are three states of matter: solid, 
liquid and gas and they all behave in different ways. But 
what about ooblek! Whatôs ooblek you might ask? Well 
ooblek (yes this is the proper scientific name) is better 
known as slime. It has properties in between those of a solid 
and a liquid. It is a non-newtonian liquid. Below are some 
photos of our year 7 students having fun making ooblek. 
Mrs Natacha Warnant, Science Teacher  
 
Hereôs what some of our year students had to say about mak-
ing ooblek:  
 
The non-Newtonian fluid (or oobleck) was very interesting 
since it can be a solid at one point and become a liquid in a 
matter of seconds. It was something I have never felt before 
and it was very extraordinary. Calvin Cabuay 
 
The Non-Newtonian fluid was very sticky. When you 
squeezed it, it turned into a solid-like object then when you 
let go it went into a liquid. Nicholas Hallal 
 
Our Non-Newtonian fluid was awesome! A Non-Newtonian 
fluid is a special type of state of matter that behaves as a 
solid and liquid. We created something called Oobleck by 
mixing water, corn starch and food colouring. At first our 
fluid was immensely runny but as we gradually mixed the 
fluid with the corn starch, it started to become more thicker 
and stickier. If you were to punch or squish the Oobleck, it 
would behave like a solid but if you were to let it run on your 
hands it would behave like a liquid. I really enjoyed learning 
about Non-Newtonian fluids. Brett Viado 
 
It was runny then was hard and it kind of looked like lard 
and when you put in your hands, you'd be like "wow that is 
mad!ò Fredritz Brillo 
 
My Non-Newtonian fluid was very sticky and also very loose 
and stringy. It looked very useful and protective for many 
things like protection and things like that. It was very inter-
esting when touching it and working with it as when you 
picked it up it was a solid but then when you squeezed it, it 
then performed the behaviors of a liquid. Will Finch 
 
 
 

Year 8 Reflections 
In Science, we have been using stile app which is like an 
online textbook showing us information but also giving us 
questions throughout the topic. Also, we have done practical 
experiences like modelling the scale of the universe. So in-
stead of looking at the solar system from a book or a com-
puter we measured out a scale on the soccer oval. It gave us 
an appreciation of the size and space in our solar system. 
Ambrose Zammit 
 
In Science this year we have been learning about the life 
around us and Earth's place in space. I for one can say I 
have been enjoying the lessons that are given out on stile 
app, which is a student friendly learning tool we use at 
school to better our learning. I have also enjoyed the many 
ways we have learned new information like a model to show 
the effects of the Earth tilt using a globe and a torch or go-
ing on to the fields and finding out how close each planet is 
to each other by making a scaled model. Yohann DôSouza 
 
In class, we have been learning about many different types 
of things, including, the solar system, plant cells, animal 
cells, biodiversity, kingdoms, classification, food chains, life 
around us, and invasive species. My favourite topic that we 
have learnt is invasive species and Earth in space. I really 
enjoyed doing a lot of experiments, especially the experiment 
where we went out looking at all the different types of plants 
around our school, which helped us prepare for our life 
around us assignment. Jwakeem Hape-Vaa 
 
In Science recently, we have been learning about planets on 
an app called 'stile app', which has taught us about planets 
and our earth's climate. We've had class discussions and 
demos about how our planet works including tides, seasons 
and eclipses. I enjoyed the models of the seasons, where Mr 
Ferry used an Earth Globe and a torch to explain winter and 
summer in different hemispheres. Robert Stanton  
 
Year 9 creative scientific writing in Science 
In Mrs Hoganôs Science class, students have been learning 
about the structure of the atom, and its relationship to chemi-
cal reactions and nuclear physics. As part of their study, Mrs 
Hogan asked her class to imagine that they could see down 
to the subatomic level, and to combine their creative writing 
skills with their understanding of protons, neutrons, elec-
trons and nuclear forces. One studentôs amazing short story 
is featured below:  
 
ñOpen Your Eyesò 
I felt overwhelmed by all the good I could do for the world 
with my new extraordinary superpowers. I could apply my 
super-sight into helping the world and making a difference. 
All the different microscopic organisms and elements in the 
world that I could detect with just my eyes! I could help peo-
ple, security and safety. I felt overjoyed at the extreme pro-
spect of becoming a scientist who could make new discover-
ies with his eyes. Seeing the world now would be so differ-
ent that it would feel like living a totally new life. I could 
search solid objects, machines and devices for any faults, to 
save fatal accidents and injuries. My electron-vision could 
assist the world in identifying and producing images of to-
pography, morphology and composition. Using this power, I 
could bring about breakthroughs in modern-day and ad-
vanced Science. All the things I could improve and solve, by 
just looking at things . . .  
"Wh- what, what's going on?" I heard myself say drowsily. 
"You survived the explosion, congratulations," replied a la-
dy's voice from the distance. 
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"Who are you and where am I?" I asked weakly. 
"Don't worry it's all going to fine, you just need to rest a few 
more hours and then you can return home with your parents, 
who by the way are waiting anxiously for you outside." 
 
My memory suddenly jogged back to its senses. I remem-
bered it vividly and quite horrifically. I had been swept off 
my feet by the nuclear lab explosion that took place when I 
was walking back home. Then it struck me, a thought I 
couldn't suppress no matter how ridiculous I felt. I had no 
real super-sight powers, it was all just my imagination while 
in treatment. I felt stupid for thinking such fictional dreams 
to be true but reassured myself that it was just a kind of 
dreamy imagination.  The nurse then returned with a glass of 
water for me and placed a box by my side.  
"Your friends left you some get-well cards. They're in the 
box for you," said the nurse with an affectionate smile.  
Something, however, was bothering me about the box. It 
looked quite ordinary with flowers attached to it, but some-
thing wasn't right. I focused on the box, trying to work out 
what felt so odd. I never realised how hard I had started to 
concentrate until my surroundings went blurry and the only 
thing in focus was the box. The shocking thing was that it 
was turning transparent and I could see right through it. 
I dropped my glass of water, shattering it, as my mouth fell 
open with shock. 
It was a dream come true. Harkirat Singh  
 
Year 9 Building Resonance Models for Earthquake  
Analysis 

In Year 9 Science with Mr Ferry, students have been investi-
gating Plate Tectonics and natural disasters such as earth-
quakes and tsunamis. Students have observed and created 
many models to understand the processes involved. Students 
observed a demonstration of convection currents in water 
heated by a Bunsen. A dye was used to watch the warmed 
water rise up through the colder water above and move in a 
cycle. This is one of the ways that plates are moved, as the 
semi-molten mantle moves slowly under the crust. 
Students also investigated earthquake show waves and dis-
covered that itôs not always high buildings that collapse but 
is more to do with the frequency of the earthquake waves 
and the type of ground below the building. River sediments 
can become liquefied and shake like a jelly! Students built 
models to show that tall, short and medium buildings shake 
more violently at different frequencies and will be affected 
by earthquakes differently. Photos of the budding engineers 
show resonance models made of foam and wire that were 

tested by artificial ótable-quakesô. 
 
Australian Space Design Tender Competition and NASA 
and JPL Web Teleconference  

A dedicated team of fifteen Year 10, 11 and 12 students 
have been meeting twice a week to participate in the Nation-
al Space Design Competition. The Team, assisted by stu-
dents from Delany College, are preparing a tender bid to 
build a colony for 400 people on Europa, an ice-covered 
moon of Jupiter. There are many challenges to overcome 
and the project must meet requirements in the areas of Struc-
tural Engineering, Human Engineering, and Cost/
Scheduling. Students are also learning the basics of project 
management and risk management. The tender submission is 
due in October this year. 
Mr Chris Hersey, Team Mentor  
 
JPL (NASA) Webinar 

On 23 May 18, A group of students involved in the, 
'Australian Space Design Competition', had the wonderful 
opportunity to be involved in a conference call Paulo Youn-
se. Paulo, a robotics engineer working at the Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory for NASA in California. Paulo is currently in-
volved in designing the research vehicles being sent to Mars 
in the future. The group took the opportunity to ask great 
questions to Paulo relating to robotics and automation in the 
future. Paulo assisted our group in determining how future 
technologies could be implemented into the groups final 
product. The students discovered abundant information 
about the industry and gained professional insight about 
engineering processes. This was a brilliant learning oppor-
tunity and gave us the chance to represent the college on an 
international stage. 
Pinak Sharma, Team President  

 
Year 11 Earth and Environmental Science 
We have been studying the theory of Plate tectonics in terms 
of the impact that they cause when colliding, separating or 
sliding past each other. Last term we first studied the Earth's 
resources, and the development of the Earth, and its rocks, 
minerals and other geologic resources. It was interesting to 
examine the Aboriginal classification of rocks. We looked at 
how we can discover the age of rocks and fossils using rela-
tive dating and absolute dating. Overall in these topics, the 
type of researching we have done is modelling, experiment-
ing, researching articles based on what we are learning 
about and using the textbook to help us learn the topic much 
easier. Assessments is another factor that allowed me to 
learn progressively as the first was an In-Depth study of soil. 
Daniel Carrick 
 
In Earth and Environment Science, we completed a in depth 
study to use first hand laboratory skills to complete a soil 
comparison of samples obtained from different regions. We 
also classified rock samples and we modelled the density  
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of the Earthôs layers. This term we are learning about our 
Earthôs plate tectonics and the activity of plate boundaries 
and how the layers move around. Ethan Pillay 
 
Year 12 Physics Motors Investigation 

In Physics this Term, students have been learning about the 
magnetic interactions produced and utilised by motors and 
generators. As part of the task students created DC motor 
from materials commonly found at home. The quality of the 
motors was of a very high standard and allowed students to 
learn and problem solve at the same time. Students also ap-
plied the motor effect to the creation of a loudspeaker which 
uses a changing magnetic field produced by electric signals 
to create mechanical energy and produce sound. Their enthu-
siasm in these tasks was great to see, and their learning was 
enhanced by practical activities.  
Mr Chris Ferry, Acting Science Coordinator 
 
Year 12 Physics 
Throughout this Term in physics, we have explored the in-
vention and integration of motors and generators in our 
society. Specific individuals such as Nikola Tesla and Thom-
as Edison fueled the creation and urbanisation of electricity. 
Recently we have investigated the topic "Idea's to Implemen-
tations" where scientific ideas are implemented into real-life 
applications. Luke Eckersley 
 
Physics is the application of mathematics and scientific con-
cepts into the real world. As physicist we are able to apply 
our knowledge of mathematics and scientific concepts to 
represent the world by taking part in practicalôs and collab-
orative learning. In physics we had an assessment task, in 
which we had to engineer a DC motor. In this task we were 
able to use our knowledge of the motor effect, torque and 
other electrical concepts to design and produce a DC motor. 
When constructing the DC motor, we were able to enhance 
our understanding of how a DC motor functions. Through 
DC motors we are able to create machines that will aid peo-
ple in the real world. This is just one example of the applica-
tion of physics into the real world. Kirishoth Kamalanathan 
 
Physics is the study of matter, energy and their interactions, 
which plays a key role in the future progress of humankind. 
Being able to learn physics at school is an opportunity I am 
grateful to have had. Our teacher introduces us to the con-
tent in a unique manner that is quite engaging. A mix of 
practicalôs and theoretical lessons have aided my learning, 
as well as my love for the subject. Gajan Sivanesan 
 
Physics is 'food for thought, to last a lifetime'. In the past 
term as students we have been understanding how physics is 
applied in general society. From understanding the funda-

mental principles of the production of electricity both AC 
and DC, through to the creation of our own DC motor, 
where the physics concepts were put to use. Currently we 
are starting a new module where we are beginning to learn 
about the implementation of physics in machines such as the 
Cathode Ray Oscilloscope. Izak Xiberras 
 
Titration Competition 
The NSW Schools Titration Competition is a quantitative 
analytical competition open to NSW students currently en-
rolled in Senior Chemistry studying towards the Higher 
School Certificate. This year, the College took six eager 
Year 12 Chemistry students to compete at Western Sydney 
University, Campbelltown campus. It was a fantastic oppor-
tunity for the students to utilise their practical analytical 
skills, meet other like-minded students and participate in the 
Nyholm Lecture titled óMother Natureôs Molecules ï the 
good, the bad and the uglyô by Dr Alice Williamson of 
USYD. Thank you to Mr Borg for driving the bus and Ms 
Hogan for preparing the students for the competition. 
Ms Angela Pham, Science Teacher 
 
Our excursion to Western Sydney University in order to 
compete in the titration competition was quite fruitful. I am 
grateful for being given the opportunity to attend the compe-
tition where me and a group of our students were able to 
practice our titration skills and learn about chemistry.  
Gajan Sivanesan 
 
Year 12 Chemistry Excursion to University of Sydney 
Students from Year 12 Chemistry attended a Kickstart 
Chemistry Workshop held at the University of Sydney. This 
workshop included hands-on experiments and instrumental 
demonstrations from the Chemical Monitoring and Manage-
ment and Industrial Chemistry HSC topics. Students had the 
opportunity to see how an AAS machine determines concen-
tration of metal ions and use chemistry equipment in a uni-
versity laboratory. It was an enjoyable and informative day 
for all. 
Ms Angela Pham, Science Teacher 
 
Our excursion to Sydney Uni in preparation for a new 
Chemistry topic was eye opening. Having been granted ac-
cess to high end, chemical processing facilities used for ti-
trations and other experiments was a familiar but awesome 
experience. Further understanding in how different light 
frequencies effect the appearance of metals the process of 
producing common household items and all its nuances 
couldn't have been explained better but with the practical 
activities performed by the intelligent Uni student volun-
teers. A myriad of high end equipment eclipsing our school 
tools was interesting and engaging to use. Overall, a bril-
liant experience that will surely prove helpful for all of us in 
12 Chemistry 2018. James Boothby 
 
Last Thursday I, along with all the other chemistry students I 
got the opportunity to travel to Sydney University and par-
ticipate in practical investigations relating to our HSC sylla-
bus. It was an amazing experience as we got to get a glimpse 
of what university life is like and were allowed to witness 
practicalôs that could only be conducted at university. We 
got to participate in practicalôs such as Titration, Atomic 
Absorption Spectroscopy and Electrolysis. By analysing 
these practicalôs, my classmates and I were able to further 
our knowledge on the Chemistry topic as we got a first-hand 
experience of different types of experiments and how they 
operate. The whole experience of the excursion was amazing 
and hope to attend Sydney University in the future.  
Aasir Khan  
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